


VISUAL CHARACTER

Monticello hasaunique and distinctive physical appearance because of the manner inwhich
it developed (historic context) and because of the pattern formed by its construction (visual
] e character). Visual character - the general appearance of an area created by itsarchitecture,
site planning, streetscape elements, natural features, landscape features, etc. - defines specific
areas and distinguishes different areasfrom one another (e.g. downtown vs. residential areas).

Historic Context

Locatedinthenorth-centra piedmont region of Georgia, Monticello serves
asthe seat of Jasper County. Theearliestinflux of European settlersinthe
areabegan following theland cession by the Creek Indian Nationin 1805
and continued until 1830. Following the creation of four new
countiesby the statelegid ature, thetownwasofficially founded
in 1807 and designated as the seat of Randolph County
(subsequently renamed Jasper County) the following year.
Monticello, named after Thomas Jefferson’sestate, was surveyed
andlaid outin 1808 in adistinctive pattern that hasbecomeknown
asthe*Washington Plan.” Asabasiclayout for many Georgian
communities, this plan featured a central square with streets
radiating out at right anglesfrom each other. Theoriginal city
limitswereestablished dong aoneand one-hadf mileradiuscentered
upon the town square, forming the circular municipality aso

Monticello’s use of the “ Washington
Plan,” as depicted on the 1903 Sanborn
Fire Insurance Map. Note the defining
visual characteristic - a central square
formed by the intersection of four roads
and surrounded by commercial blocks.

commonto Georgia

Downtown Monticello developed around thiscentral core. Many of the
first commercia buildingsaround the squarewereframeand vulnerableto
fire. Thefiresof 1843, 1874 and 1878 resulted in the destruction of
nearly dl of thecommercid buildingsfacing thesquare. Subsequently, fire
alleyswere established to group fire-prone businesses of f of the square
and recongtruction effortsbegan to use brick. Inadditionto commercia
enterprises, the downtown areaa so grew asacommunity and government
center. After occupyingalog cabinfor itsfirst twenty-two years, aformal
brick courthouse was erected in 1845 on thetown square, raised above
street grade by agray stoneretaining wall and shaded by elmtrees.

Theearly trangportation routesinthe areawerethe Ocmulgee River, eight
mileswest of Monticello, and the stage coach roadsto the north and to the
south (Seven Idands Stage Road and Old Alabama Road respectively).
A stagecoach from Augustavia Greensboro and Eatonton | ater served
Monticello. Thefirstforma road through Monticello, establishedin 1823,



served asapostal routefrom Athensto Macon. However, aswith many
Georgiacommunities, thecoming of therailroad herdded anew era. The
Covington and Macon Railroad lineand the M onticello’sfirst passenger
trainarrived 1887 and connected to Athenswithinayear. By 1889, three
trainsran between Macon and Athens. athrough freight, alocal freight,

andthe“FastMail.” Therailroad became
theimpetusfor tremendousgrowthinterms
of retailing, manufacturing, banking, and
agriculture.

The visual character of downtown
Monticello, as it survives today, was
predominantly aresult of the Railroad Era
(1885-1930). One-story and two-story
commercid buildingsof brick congtruction
lined the town square and extended the
downtown area. Such buildingsfeatured
brick detailing and often elements of the

r

Itaianate style, such asdecorativewindow hoodsand bracketed cornices.
However, the mgority of the construction wascommercial vernacular
and indicative of small town architecture. Some prominent buildings
evidenceahigher degree of architecture, such astheNeoclassical Benton
Supply Company and Department Store (1903), Neoclassical Jasper
County Courthouse (1907), Art Deco H.C. Tucker Motor Company
(1929), and Colonia Reviva U.S. Post Office (1936).

Despitethedemoalition of the 1845

courthouse, the central square
remained atownfocal point. The
square became a new public
greengpacewithamonument and
hexagond paver walkways. By the
1900s, most of the sidewalks
around the square reflected this
distinctive concrete pattern.

Hexagonal paver sidewalksin Downtown

Monticello. Notethat the hexagonal paver

walks are a distinctive visual element,
retaining the unique charmand character
of small town Georgia.

North side of Green Sreet flanking the
central square features a range of
commercial buildings, including the high-
style Jasper County Courthouse. Notethat
brick construction and storefrontsat street
level are the predominant visual
characteristics.



As commercial and industrial

enterprisesflourished, thetown grew
and additional amenities became
available. Thefirst telephone service
was offered in 1894 and rapidly
followed by the completion of thepublic
telephone systemin 1899. Electricity
. arrivedin 1901 and a1905 bond issue
— enabled the City of Monticello to

H.B. Jordan’s grist mill and electric
light plant on the corner of Mill and
South Streets, shown by the 1903
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map,
provided Monticello'sfirst electricity..

purchase and improve the private
eectricsysemandtoingtal awater workssystem. Thepublic naturd gas
system and the sawage system would follow somethirty years|ater.

Institutional resources also contributed to the town’s character. The
Methodistsand Baptistsorganizedin the early 1800swith their respective
black congregations splitting off in the 1860s. Chartered in 1829, the
Presbyterians constructed a prominent edificein the Carpenter Gothic
stylein 1898. Another superlativeexampleof suchreigiousarchitecture
was constructed on Short Street. The development of the town also
included the establishment of two largeindependent cemeteries- Westview
Cemetery, operated by the Monticello Garden Club, and Southview
Cemetery, animportant African-American resource.

Intermsof educationa resources, asthetown grew theearly “field schools’
werereplaced by gender-specific private academies, whichwereinturn
supplanted by Monticello’sfirst district school in 1868. The

The Monticello High School remains a
highly valuable community landmark.
Note that institutional construction amid
residential devel opment utilizesthetypical
large front yard and sensitively hides
parking in the rear.

CargilelInstitute, established for the education of the black
community, erected itsfirst school on South Warren Street by
1889 (burnedin 1980); withrapid growthinenrollment, the
institution renamed itself the Jasper County Training School
and constructed anew building in 1921 on Mason Street (no
longer extant). When Jasper County schoolsconsolidated in
1956, the Washington Park School served the black
community. Architect Henry H. Jordan of Atlantadesigned
thefirst brick school, Monticello High School, which opened
IN1922, integrated in 1970, and served asan education facility
until 1974. With dementsof the Italian Renaissance Revivdl,
the high-style building with itsgymnasium, library, and the“ Rose Bow!”
football field became notablevisua assets.



Monticello’ sresidential devel opment concentrated dongitsmain corridors
leading to the town square: College, Eatonton, Funderburg, Green,
Hillsboro, Washington, and Warren streets. Developed along these
radiating roadway's, the parcel sand dwellingsfollowed aunique pattern.
Instead of neighborhoods of aspecific eraor thetypical large houseon
largelot devel opment along maj or corridorsfollowed by subdivision of
therear yardfor later construction, residentia constructionin Monticello
resulted in large houses on deep lotswhich typically subdivided theside
yards. Thus, largehomesareinterspersed with smaller housesand the
periods of development variesfrom the 19th and 20th centuries.

Some of the earliest and most significant dwellingsare not
necessarily thegrandest. Modest houses, such asthe Jeremiah
Pearson House on West Green Street (c. 1816), was built
following an I-House plan with afew stylistic porch details.
The Hitchcock-Roberts House on Warren Street (c. 1817),
one of theearliest brick residencesin town, was once part of
the Jeremiah Smith estate and later gained prominence asthe
home of afreedwoman and thecommunity’sfirst library.

High-stylearchitecture, such asthe Italianate-influenced Jordan-Bellew
House on Madison Street (c. 1838) andthe Neoclassical styleJ.D. Persons
House on College Street (c. 1903), also flourished along Monticello’s
corridors. Residentia congtruction experienced aboom period fromaround
1886 t0 1915, representing avariety of building typesand architectural
styles[seepg. 14-17]. Thisgrowth, coinciding with that of therailroad,
reflected nationd building trendsand increased avail ability of materials.

Another important aspect of community devel opment occurred in 1908,
when an estate was auctioned to benefit black citizens and create the
Washington Park neighborhood. These houses and those built on
secondary streetswithinthecity signified the growing independence and
prosperity of the African-American community. A notable examplewas
the prominence of Dr. Douglas Funderburg, the only physician in Jasper
and Putnam counties during the 1938 flu epidemic and whose practice
served theentirecommunity.

Asthetown developed, Monticello also retained itsgraciousfront yards,
numerous old growth trees, and many pecan orchards and open spaces.
Thesesitefeatures, aswell ashistoric secondary buildings- sheds, barns,
garages, servantstenant quarters, and smokehouses - fencesand walls,
gates, and walksand drives, added to thetown’srural settingand makea
vital contributionto theMonticello Historic Ditrict’svisual character.

The Hitchcock-Roberts House, a simple
yet significant dwelling, is individually
listed inthe National Register of Historic
Places. Notethat the Monticello hasonly
threeother individually listed properties:
the Jordan-Bellew House, the Monticello
High School, and the Jasper County
Courthouse.



Building Types
Structures make the most obvious contribution to visual character and
are commonly discussed in terms of building type. In genera, a

] :I building typerefersto structureswhich shareasimilar arrangement of

features. A onestory exampleiscalled acottagewhereasthe sameform
withtwo storiesiscalledahouse. A building typecanindicatewhether a
building israre or common in an areaand, in some cases, identify the
historica periodinwhichthestructurewasmost likely built.

M < [-house - 1830-1890 »
‘ ‘ » roof: sidegable
D' » rooms: two
‘ ‘ typically with central hall
™ » doors: one, centered
— L/ » chimneys: both gable ends £ 3

<« Shotgun - 1870-1930 »
» roof: front gable or hip

» rooms: two or morein line
» doors: one
- » chimneys: ridge

Single Pen - 1850-1900 ~ ~

: roof- Sclogae Gic;%ag g‘gttage/House
rooms: one - v
: doors: one » roof: hip or side gable
chimneys: gableend » rooms: four; stacked with center hallway

— - » doors: one, centered
» chimneys: two, symmetric, on roof slope

» roof: sidegable

]
» rooms: two
<hoo » doors: one or two L i
|/ » chimneys: center ridge
L/

CLIJ < Saddlebag - 1830-1930 ~




~ Queen Anne Cottage/House ~ d—E—
1880-1910

» roof: hip with gables

» rooms: four or more
with no hallway

» doors:; one, central

» chimneys: on roof slopes

lway
sdope ~ Gabled Ell Cottage/House>  md—] )
1875-1915
» roof: crossgable L
» rooms: three or more;

(inaT or L often with a hallway)
» doors: one
» chimneys: on ridgesor

gableend

< Bungalow - 1910-1950

» roof: front gable, hip, side gable, or
crossgable

» rooms: five or more with varied,
irregular floor plans

» doors: varied

» chimneys: varied

< New South Cottage/House ~

1890-1925
» roof: hip with gables
» rooms: five or more with a hallway
» doors: one, central
» chimneys: on roof slopes

]

H
- -
%JUJ—%

Shown aboveareafew of themany examples
of the most typical house forms found in
Monticello. When proposingwork tohomes
owners should take careto preservethose
aspectsof thehousethat defineitsform.



Architectural Styles

Style, theexterna decoration of abuilding, isanother classification method
for describing structures. When al the defining aspects of aparticular
styleare present, abuilding may belabeled ashigh style. If only afew
stylistic detail sare present, the building isreferred to asinfluenced by a
styleor ashaving elementsof astyle. High stylebuildingsarefewin
number and are often designed by an architect; whereas, buildingswith
elements of a style are quite common as local interpretations of an
architectura style.

Second Empire - 1855-1885 »

» roof: mansard, corner tower

» detail/materials: clapboard,
window hoods and pediments

» door: located at tower

» windows; double-sashed

» porch: one story

Greek Revival - 1825-1860 »

» roof: hipped with a low pitch
» detail/materials: clapboard,
classical columns, heavy

entablature

» door: symmetrically
oriented, framed by
sidelights and transom

» windows: double-sashed,
9/9

» porch: full-height, full-facade

Italianate- 1840-1885 *»

» roof: hipped

» detail/materials: clapboard, paneled
boxed columns, detailed corniceswith
brackets, heavy window crowns

» door: paneled surrounded by transom

) and sidelights
windows: double-sashed, 6/6 R

» porch: one-story, full-width ) QI.:E'EI’I I/t'A,Imeak-)I 1880-1910
roof: multiplegables

» detail/materials: clapboard,
turned posts, sawnwork

» door:

» windows; double-sashed

» porch: one story wrap,
bal cony



Craftsman - 1905-1930 ~

» roof: gabled with alow pitch
» detail/materials: novelty board,
knee braces, half-timbering
» door: framed by sidelights
» windows: double-sashed, 12/1
Tudor - 1890-1940 ~ » porch: square columns on piers, ] Z
» roof: cross gables, steeply pitch porte-cochere
» detail/materials: brick, crenulations,
stonework, elaborate chimney
» door: asymmetrically oriented,
Tudor arch
» windows: double-sashed, casement,
arched

NeoClassical - 1895-1950 ~  Poref entry poreh, integrated

» roof: hipped with a low pitch

» detail/materials: clapboard, classical
columns, heavy entablature

» door: symmetrically oriented,
framed by sidelights and transom

» windows: double-sashed

IR
P"aety

i i

« Colonial Revival- 1880-1955

» roof: side gable with a steep pitch,
dormers

» detail/materials: brick, classical
columns

» door: symmetrically oriented,

) classical door surround

.. windows: double-sashed, 9/9

Prairie - 1900-1920 ~

» porch: portico

» roof: hipped; low pitch with wide eaves
» detail/materials: stucco, eave brackets
» door: double, framed by sidelights and Shown aboveareafew of themany examples

Iti-light t . : . .
> windows dotble-sashed, 16/1 of homes in Monticello which exhibit a
,n bat:‘ds of thrge | particular architectural style. Noted arethe
0rcn: square stone column .

Porte cochere S general dates of the style and features this
exampleexhibits. When proposing work to
homes owners should take careto preserve

thoseaspectsof thehousethat defineitsstyle.



